1, 



I! 





PTO/SB/21 (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information u nless it displays a valid OMB control number 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/802,561 



03/17/2004 



John G. Polka 



3617 



Total Number of Pages in This Submission 



Attorney Docket Number 



M403 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



Fee Transmittal Form 
Fee Attached 



□ 

□ 

j Amendment / Reply 
Q After Final 
| | Affidavits/declaration(s) 

| | Extension of Time Request 

| | Express Abandonment Request 

| / [ Information Disclosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

□ Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 

Drawing (s) 

Licensing-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 

CD, Number of CD(s) 



Remarks 



□ After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

□ Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

□ Appeal Communication to Group 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

| | Proprietary Information 
Status Letter 

□ Other Enclosure(s) (please 
identify below): 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Robert L. Marsh 



Signature. 



Date 



f 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on this date: ^fety 


Typed or printed name 


. 7 . 

Robert L. Marsh 


^Signature 




Date 





~ "~ . ' — — • • »— • ..tn * vii J Nrf\-f \- 1 lUIMy Uf/UI ■ ll ivj I lUbUi} Ul II IC II IUIV IUUOI UQOC. t~\i tj Willi IICMIO 

on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Washington 
DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 ' 



lj IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMWARK OFFICE 
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For : Attachment for Retaining a 

Cover to the Wheel of a Truck 
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Group Art : 3617 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 

Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents 

Washington, DC 20231 
Sir: 

If any additional charges or fees must be paid in connection with this 
communication, they may be paid out of our deposit account No. 50-0783. 

Irgens-Moller et al, US Patent no. 5,876,099 issued March 2, 1999, discloses an 
axle hub cover which attaches to lug nuts which retain an oil cover to the distal end of 
the axle. 

Bartylla, US Patent no. 4,470,638 issued September 11, 1984, discloses a 
device where attaching a hub cap to an axle including an annular attachment member 
which fits around the circumference of an axle, an adjustable band on the inner portion 
of the annular member and clips on the outer portion of the member for retaining the 
cover over an axle. 
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Polka, US Patent no. 5,358,313 issued October 25, 1994, discloses a wheel liner 
which is retained by brackets attached to the studs retaining an oil cover to the distal 
end of an axle so as not to require attachment to the lug nuts retaining the wheel. 

Polka, US Patent no. 5,061,014 issued October 29, 1991 discloses a cap for 
covering the axle of the front wheel of a truck. The cap has a plurality of spaced flanges 
sized to first between locators for trucks having four, five or six such locators. 

- Polka, US Patent no. 5,366,279 issued November 22, 1994, discloses an oil hub 
cover for a tuck wheel which is fitted over a foam sleeve. 

Polka, US Patent 5,042,881 issued August 27, 1991, discloses a universal wheel 
liner having first and second cylindrical members which slide telescopically with respect 
to one another for providing an adjustable depth. 

Polka, US Patent 5,630,653 issued May 20, 1997, discloses a method for 
attaching a wheel cover to the lug nuts which retain a wheel to a wheel hub. An adapter 
is provided which fits around the lug nut and includes a wedged member which wedges 
under a portion of the lug nut to retain the member to the lug nut. 

Polka, US Patent no. 5,823,635 issued October 20, 1998, discloses a method of 
attaching a wheel liner to a wheel having hand holes whereby the brackets extend 
through the hand holes for retaining the liner to the wheel. 

Polka, US Patent no. 6,467,852 B1 issued October 22, 2002 discloses a ring that 
fits around the circumference of the portion of an axle extending through the central 
opening of a wheel, and a plurality of spring connectors that retain a cover over the end 
of the hub. 

Polka, US Patent no. 6,595,596 B1 issued July 22, 2003, discloses a retainer 
that retains a cover to a truck wheel and attaches to the threads of the lugs that extend 
beyond the lug nut. 
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Polka, US Patent no. 6,378,954 B1 issued April 30, 2002, discloses a device for 
retaining a cover over the end of an axle including a strap that wraps around the hub 
and a foam or rubber sleeve that is retained by clips on the strap. The cover is then 
fitted over the rubber sleeve with the sleeve retaining the cover. 

Holbrow, US Patent no. 3,202,460 issued August 24, 1965 discloses a method of 
retaining a cover to a wheel in which a plate fits over the hub of the wheel. A plate fits 
over the hub of the wheel and arcuate edges on the plate engage grooves at the distal 
ends of the retaining nuts. 

Wright, US Patent no. 5,645,324, issued July 8, 1997, discloses a device for use 
with a lug nut of the type having a cylindrical offset at the lower end thereof, the device 
including a connector plate having a pair of arcuate shaped portions sized to fit around 
the cylindrical lower end of the lug nut and below the corners thereof. The device of 
Wright, however, is not rigidly attached to the lug nuts and a wheel cover employing 
such an attachment may become detached from the tuck wheel during use thereof. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Robert L. Marsh 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 25,894 
(630) 681-7500 
Fax: (630) 681-3464 



Robert L. Marsh 

P. O. Box 4468 

54 Danada Drive 

Wheaton, Illinois 60189-4468 
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